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Sunday, May 13
yom yerushalayim celebration
A celebration of Yom Yerushalayim, 
marking the reunification of Jerusalem 
following the 1967 Six-Day War, takes 
place at Federation CJA’s West Island 
branch in Dollard-des-Ormeaux from 
2-5 p.m. This family event includes fun 
and snacks. As this is also Mother’s Day, 
special tribute is paid to moms. Info: 
Maia Cooper, 514-624-5005 ext. 6221.

seniors’ schmooze
Shaare Zion Congregation holds “Sun-
day Schmooze for Seniors” from  
10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Supported by 
Federation CJA, this free event features 
Israeli songs by Cantor Adam Stotland 
and friends, as well as refreshments.  
No registration is necessary. Info:  
514-481-7727 ext. 226.

lost yiddish songs recovered
University of Toronto professor Anna 
Shternshis talks about a project to 
recover Yiddish songs written by Soviet 
Jews during the Second World War that 
were thought to be lost, at the Jewish 
Public Library at 2 p.m. Her lecture is 
accompanied by a performance of the 
music by Psoy Korolenko, with Eng-
lish subtitles. The existence of these 
songs only came to light after they were 
discovered in a former Soviet archive in 
Kiev. Although they express anti-Nazi 
sentiments, they were confiscated by  
the Stalinist government in 1949. 
Tickets: 514-345-6416.

doc on rbg
The recent documentary, RBG, about 
U.S. Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg is screened at the Segal Cen-
tre’s CinemaSpace at 2:30 and 7 p.m. 
RBG herself, as well as Gloria Steinem 
and Nina Totenberg, are among those 
who reflect on this “quiet warrior’s” 
achievements in equality. Directed by 
Julie Cohen and Betsy West, RBG was 
just screened at the Sundance Film  
Festival. Tickets: 514-739-7944.

Jewish music concert
The concert, Musiques Juives: Accords 
Sacrés et Profanes, is held at the Mc-
Cord Museum at 8 p.m., organized by 
the Fondation Samy Elmaghribi, as 
part of the Association for Canadian 
Jewish Studies’ annual conference. The 
artists are Yolande Amzallag, Hélène 
Engel and Orel Gozlan, accompanied 
by Ensemble Tessala and Yoni Kaston. 
Tickets: acjs-aejc.ca/conference.

Monday, May 14
modern israeli cuisine
A hands-on workshop in modern Israeli 
cuisine is led by Ksenia Prints at Temple 
Emanu-El-Beth Sholom at 7 p.m. Prints, 
who runs the blog At the Immigrant’s 
Table, shows participants how to make 
simple, Mediterranean-style dishes that 
are perfect for carefree entertaining. 
Registration: rosie@templemontreal.ca.

connected but alone
Psychologist Jean Twenge of San Diego 
University, an expert on the effects of tech-
nology on adolescents, gives a free lecture 
titled, “Connected and Alone,” at Shaare 
Zion Congregation at 7:30 p.m., presented 
by Agence Ometz. She warns of the effect 
that smartphones and other types of 
screens are having on family relationships 
and teens’ behaviour. Registration: ometz.
ca/events/registration/igen-6087.

sleep problems
A forum on sleep problems is held at 
the Côte-St-Luc Aquatic and Commun-
ity Centre at 7:30 p.m. by the Nurses’ 
Council of Canadian Hadassah-WIZO. 
Speakers are Dr. Marc Baltzan, medical 
director of the OSR Sleep Disorder Cen-
tre, and Eva Libman of the Jewish Gen-
eral Hospital’s psychiatry department. 
Tickets: chw.ca/montreal.

modern ballet
John Felvinci gives the first of two illus-
trated lectures on “The Birth of Modern 
Ballet” at the Creative Social Centre at 
The Chevra synagogue from 1-3 p.m. 
Felvinci, a scholar of the subject, delivers 
the second talk on May 28. Reservations: 
514-488-0907.

double book launch
Two books exploring Canadian Jewish life 
are launched at Congregation Dorshei 
Emet at 7:30 p.m. Like Everyone Else But 
Different: The Paradoxical Success of 
Canadian Jews (second edition) was writ-
ten by synagogue member and McGill 
University Professor Morton Weinfeld. 
Double Threat: Canadian Jews, The 
Military, and World War II is by Toronto 
journalist Ellin Bessner, who grew up in 
Montreal. Info: 514-486-9400.

Tuesday, May 15
Jews of the arab world
British journalist Lyn Julius, author of  
Uprooted: How 3,000 Years of Jewish Civil-
ization in the Arab World Vanished Over-
night, speaks on the subject at the Spanish 
& Portuguese Synagogue at 10 a.m.  
This is part of the Women’s Learning 
Group, which meets for a Hebrew lesson 
at 9 a.m. and, after the lecture, for lunch. 
Reservations: 514-737-3695 ext. 101.

acrylic painting
A seven-session weekly class in acrylic 
painting with Sol Levinson begins at  
the Cummings Centre from 1-4 p.m.  
Registration: 514-343-3510.

Wednesday, May 16
musiques du maghreb
Musiques du Maghreb, an evening of 
traditional and modern music from 
North Africa and Andalusia, is presented 
at the Jewish Public Library at 7:30 p.m. 
by Tessala, a local trio whose members 
are Jewish, Arab and Québécois. The 
music is discussed by Yolande Amzallag, 
whose father was renowned sacred and 
popular singer Samy Elmaghribi, and 
Adil Abara, a connoisseur of the genre. 
Tickets: 514-345-6416.

happiness is …
“Awakening to Life, Liberty and Happi-
ness” is the topic of guest speaker Peter 
Wainberg at a meeting of the FAB Group 
of Act to End Violence Against Women  
at Provigo, 6600 St-Jacques St. W., at  
12:45 p.m. Reservations: 514-487-2330.

Thursday, May 17
for middle-aged singles
A wine-and-cheese get-together for Jew-
ish singles aged 45 to 65 is held at  
The Chevra synagogue at 7:30 p.m. 
Reservations must be made by May 14: 
514-482-3366.

shavuot bake sale
Emunah Montreal holds a Shavuot bake 
sale at 6553 Mozart Ave. in Côte St-Luc 
from 3-6 p.m. A wide variety of baked 
goods, as well as quiches and soups, are 
available. montreal@emunahcanada.org.

sing-along for israel’s 70th
A sing-along celebrating Israel’s 70th is 
held at Congregation Beth Tivah from 
6:30-8:30 p.m. This is a chance for people 
of all ages to learn a song and perform it 
together, led by the synagogue’s Rabbi 
Mark Fishman and conducted by Cantor 
Danny Benlolo of Shaare Zedek Congre-
gation. Reserve: info@bethtikvah.ca.

Jewish heritage recipes
Dishes are prepared live from recipes 
gathered during and after the Holocaust at 
the Museum of Jewish Montreal at 7 p.m., 
in a program called “Preserving Jewish 
Heritage Through Recipes,” sponsored 
by the Montreal Holocaust Museum. The 
recipes were originally transcribed by 
Edith Gluck in the Lippstadt concentra-
tion camp and by Ester Rajchgot after the 
Holocaust in Montreal. Their children 
discuss their mothers’ legacy and the 
significance of these recipes in the story of 
the Holocaust and Jewish culture. 

One of them, dentist Harry Rajchgot, 
has just published the book, The Sweet-
ness of Life: My Mother’s Yiddish Cookbook, 
which includes an account of his family’s 
journey from postwar Europe to Montreal 
and an appreciation of Yiddish culture 
with a glossary of food-related Yiddish 
words. 514-345-2605. n

About Town
by Janice Arnold

Local celebrity wows Akiva kids
Up-and-coming Montreal singer Sara Diamond signs autographs 
for Akiva School Grade 2 students Jesse Rosenbloom, left, Noah 
Fernandes, second from right, and Benjamin Azuelos.


